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successfully worked under free conditions, no question of order
arises. As for young children, let anyone see a group of them
at work upon a "project," or upon some occupation the end
and aim of which they as well as their teacher are well aware of,
some task which does not need to be made interesting by arti-
ficial means because the examiner may ask a question about it,
but which is interesting because it meets a felt need, and he will
see the spirit of the adult class repeated. The question of order
does not arise. A close approximation to perfect discipline
prevails.
So, also, does it often prevail in groups or classes of older
children and of adolescents. But the difficulties are greater for
reasons which have been implied above. We need not take the
extreme case of the healthy boy who obviously and intelligibly
prefers football to algebra, or cricket to chemistry. We may
take the more relevant case of the boy who, in old-fashioned
phrase, has "no genius" for algebra or chemistry, at least as
those subjects usually have to be taught for examination
purposes, but has a genius for geography or history or craft
work. The boy dislikes algebra, and makes little progress in it;
but the teacher knows—and perhaps later on the boy himself
will realize more fully—that the examination lies ahead. This
is but one instance out of scores that might be cited in which a
state of tension is set up between master and boy, which often
excludes the possibility of willing and intelligent discipleship—
and we are here speaking of a boy who is no "juvenile delin-
quent," and of a master who is not easily angered or baffled.
The game of cross purposes may even go so far that both
master and boy look forward to the time when the latter will
make his final exit. The causes of tension and cross purposes
between master and boy are many and various; and the young
teacher who reads these lines might do worse than make a list
of those causes which his own experience and observation as a
schoolboy showed to be at work. The broad fact is that in this
imperfect world perfect discipleship is not always possible.

